

International Hans Jonas Conference 

June 6 - 9, 2018 

Siegen
Jonas‘ Ascension from Mythological to Philosophical Gnosis

Elad Lapidot
My paper will focus on the philosophical significance of Jonas’ early work on Gnosticism, which culminated in Gnosis und spätantiker Geist. I will claim that, whereas the appreciation of Jonas’ contribution to the study of Gnosticism from the point of view of Western intellectual history has justly focused on the first volume of his early work, Die mythologische Gnosis, published 1934, which was also at the center of his later The Gnostic Religion of 1958, the philosophical appreciation of his work should focus on the (unfinished) second volume, Von der Mythologie zur mystischen Philosophie, first published in 1954.
Formally, I will claim that what Jonas did in this second volume, although published 20 years after the first volume, was in fact the initial and central concern of his entire project on Gnosticism as a philosophical project. More specifically, I will show how the movement indicated in the second volume’s title – from mythology to philosophy – describes not only the historical process narrated by Jonas, i.e. not only the object of his work, but also the nature of the work itself, namely the hermeneutical operation performed by Jonas. Accordingly, I will claim that – as Jonas himself indicated in 1952 – a critical philosophical appreciation of Jonas’ early work on Gnosticism must examine the interrelations between Gnostic thought, as Jonas himself portrays it, and the existential hermeneutics that Jonas develops and applies in this portrayal, and which, under the title “Entmythologisierung”, has been one of his most important contributions to 20th century theology.
